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MEDICAL, 


POD LM I 


DR. ADAMS, | | 
By giving the following a place, you will oblige a friend to 
medical improvement. 


For the MEDICAL ann AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
New Treatment of the Yellow Fever. 


It has been faid, and I think truly, that no mode of 
treating the yellow fever has been devifed in the’ United States, 
which has been fo fuccefsful as to folve the doubts of phy- 
ficians in favour of any one plan of cure, or to unite the public 
confidence in its fapport. While this is the cafe, whatever 
promifes to be ufeful has an unequivocal claim to be fairly 
tried by the American phyficians. 

Confidering the prefent ftate of medicine in this point of 
view, with regard to the difeafe in queftion, it is the objec of 
this paper to excite fome attention, to two means, both as pre- 
venting and curing the yellow fever and other fimilar diforders, 
which come from Europe recommended by the moft authentic 
teftimonies in proof of their efhiciency. Neither of thefe meth- 
ods, fo far as I can learn, has had any thing like a full or ade- 
quate trial ip’ this country. I allude to the acid fumigations 
of Guyton Morveau, of France, and the cold affufion and other 
modes of ufing water, as applied and explained oy the late Dr. 
Currie, of Liverpool. Of the latter means as a fuccefsful meth- 
od of combating the “ American peftilence,” I fhall fay no- 
thing more, as the * Medical Reports” of this highly and juftly 
efteemed author are confiderably diffuled, except to exprels my 
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furprife and regret that they have been fo generally neglected, 
and particularly fo by our Reviewers, and Editors of Periodical! 
Publications. | 7 

Guyton Morveau began his fumigating practice at Dijon, in 
1773s where he fucceeded in checking an infe€lious fever, 
which was occafioned by the effluvia from the dead bodies juft 
removed from the vaults of the cathedral church. Another 
opportunity for trying thefe acid vapours oceurred foon after 
in the fame place. The atmofphere in the jail of Dijon became 
fo corrupted, that a malignant jail fever broke out among the 
prifoners, by which many of them were carried off; but the 
apartments being fumigated with muriatic acid gas, for one day 
only, the atmofphere was fo much purified, that a young fur- 
geon flept the whole night in one of the moft infeéted rooms, 
without experiencing the leaft harm. Similar fumigations 
were likewife found of great efficacy in a diftemper of the 
horned cattke, which in the year 1774 raged in the fouth of 
Srance:* * “S'* 

Since this period, the utility of thefe fumigating proceffes 
has been recognized, their ufe every where directed, and the 
inventor of them rewarded by the French Government. In 
the year 1805, the third edition of Morveau’s “ Treatife on the 
means of difinf:éting the air, of preventing contagion, and of 
arrefting its progrefs,” appeared in Paris, in one volume 
octavo. | 
_ From a body of moft refpe€table and authentic communica- 
tions and teftimonies exhibited in this work, it appears that the 
acid fumigations have now been fully tried in almoft every 
country of Europe, and in fome parts of the Weft-Indies, wth 
_ fuccefs, im all the flates of malignant fever, from the typhoid 
grade, to the yellow fever of America. 

This fcourge of our country firft appeared in France in the 
vear 1802, at Marfeilles on board an American fhip; this fever 
appeared again in the lazaretto of the fame place, in O€tober, 
1804, with charaers of contagion flill more alarming. “* Many 
obfervations made.oa thofe who were feized with the yellow 
fever in the lazaretto of Marfeilles, con!rm, in the clearett 
manner the power of the muriatic acid fumigations, according 
to the Guytonian method. Every vefiel coming from Spaii 
or Etruria, on which the yellow fever was in a ftate of activ- 
ity, has been completely difinfe€ted. The fame method has 
invariably preferved the guards who have had charge of the 
fick, with the exception of thofé who came on board before 
any precaution was taken.” 
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Dire&ions how to make ufe of the Acid Vapours. 


«The procefles for correcting bad air, for deftroying conta- 
gious miafmata, and for guarding the body againft their impref- 
dion, are founded on the fame principles ; but the choice of 
agents, the dofes and manipulations ought to vary according 
to circumftances, and the object to be attained. Large fumi- 
gations in.open veflels are indifpenfable where places not in- 
habited, or thofe evacuated only for a fhort time, are to be 
purified ; fuch for example, as the rooms of Jazarettoes, in- 
firmaries, hofpital wards, prifons, veffels, ftables, &c. Ina 
word, iu all places where it is propofed to effect a complete 
purification in a few hours, and where the intenfity and dura- 
ition of the fumigations need not be reitrained by any confid- 
eration, and where more is to be apprehended by doing toa 
jittle than too much. 

Where the intention is merely to fupport the falubrity of the 
air, in the chamber of a fick perfon, to quicken the vital energy 
by a light ftimulant, to deilroy the fetid finell of dejedtions, 
io fecure the attendants againft all deleterious impreflion, thefe 
effects may be produced by opening two or three times every 
day a permanent apparatus, or a difinfecting flagon, if the 
apartment is uot large.” 

he materials neceflary for the production of the oxigenated 
acid gas are, common falt, the black oxide of manganefe pul- 
verized and paffed through a hair fieve, and the fulphuric acid. 
«“ [he proportion for their reipective faturation, and con{es 
quently for the greateft production of gas, are — 

Of common falt - 5 parts dy weight. 
Oxide of manganefe 1 | 
Sulphuric acid 

‘To determine the quanuties, take, for example, a room of 

40 feet by 19; for this apartment would be neceflary— | 
Of fale - IO ounces. : 
Of manganefe 2 
Of the acid 8 

The falt and manganefe being mixed without trituration, are 
to be put into a veflel of glafs or hard pottery. ‘The veffel 
being placed in the middle of the room, the acid fhould be 
poured on all at one time, in a fmooth uninterrupted ftream, 
and the operator withdraw to avoid any inconvenience from 
the afcending vapour, 

Aiter this the doors and windows are to be kept fhut for 
feven or eight hours, when the external air is to be admitted. 
The apartment mav now be entered withour the leaft incon- 
venience.” 

‘2 
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The manner of fumigating extenfively, by means of the 
common muriatic acid, without the manganefe, is the fame ; the 
proportion of the ingredients being the fame as above, their 
quantities are to be determined by the extent of the place to be 
difinfeéted. , 

In the apartments of the fick the fumigations ought to be 
fufficiently ftrong to purify the air, without being fo powerful 
as to incommode them or their affiftants. A very advantageous 
method of equally diffufing the falutary gas, without the leaft 
inconvenience to the affiftants, is that introduced by Dr. Chauf- 
fier into feveral great hofpitals in France. It confifts in carry- 
ing the veflel containing the falt fimply, or the falt and man- 
ganefe, and pouring on it a few drops of the fulphuric acid, to 
be repeated only when the vapours begin to ceafe. An afliftant 
holds in one hand a kind of thelf on which is placed the cup, 
and in the other the flagon of acid, and thus at will moderates 
or augments the effe& intended. Similar fumigations are alfo 
made with the nitric acid. 

Thefe fumigating procefles are conducted equally well with 
or without heat. | 

Of all thefe different gafes, that of the oxigenated muriatic 
acid is the moft prompt and powerful antifeptic. The old fu- 
migations with aromatic and other fubftances, as woods, herbs, 
tar, refins, &c. poffiefled no power to correét the infeétion of 
putrid air, they only feemed to do fo by weakening the percep- 
tion of its fmell. All this was worfe than doing nothing, be- 
caufe it leflened the fenfe of danger, while its reality exifted in 
full force. 

Thefe acid vapours, on the contrary, refult from the imptoved 
chemiftry of the prefent day; and it is their prerogative, as 
now proved by numberlefs trials, to neutralize and radically de- 
ftroy atmofpheric contagion. ‘This is done by a decompofition 
of the infe€tious atmofphere, and by the formation of new 
compounds. . 

One of the former editions of Morveau’s Treatife has been 
tranflated by a Dr. Hall of England, which is now in the 
Boylfton Medical Library at Cambridge. 


— 


For the MEDICAL anp AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 


WHEN any one in a neighborhood falls fick, he is fure to 
have many advifers. One recommends this thing; another 
that thing ; and a third, a different thing {till ; and all with the 
moft confident affurances of theis happy effect. And why! 
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becaufe, forfooth, they have feen thefe things ufed in exactly 
fimilar cafes (as they fuppofe) with the moft complete fuccefs. 
Weak minded people! unwelcome intruders upon the fick ! 
And do you know the cafe of your fick neighbor, for whom 
the door, perhaps, prefcribes bloodletting and calomel, is ex- 
actly fimilar to the one you faw a twelve-month fince, who 
took a dofe of herb tea on going to bed, and the next morning 
got up well? Are you acquainted with all the meanderings of 
the blood ?, Do you know the f{prings and the powers of human 
fife? Lhe nature of difeafes, and how the fyftem under various 
and different circumftances becomes affected by them? If not, 
how is it that you come to decide fo pofitively on two differ- 
ent cafes, although appearing to be the fame, yet that they are 
exactly fimilar and to be cured by the fame remedy? As in- 
{tances of the mifchief which may and often is done by the too 
precipitate ufe of the fame medicine in fimilar diforders, I beg 
you would attend to the following faéts. 

‘¢ A perfon violently troubled with the colic took a glafs of 
juniper {pirits, commonly called Hollands, from which he re- 
ceived fome temporary relief, as the indifpofition proceeded 
from flatulency. Another perfon, who found himfelf attacked 
with fimilar pains, was induced by the example of his friend, to 
try the fame expedient; he took it without hefitation, and died 
in a few hours. Nor is it furprifing that the effeéts of the cor- 
dial were fatal in this cafe, as the colic was owing to an inflam- 
mation in the inteftines.—A third perfon was afflicted with a 
colic, arifing from poifonous mufhrooms, which he had inad- 
vertently fwallowed; the immediate adminiftration of an emet- 
ic, and after it fome diluted vegetable acid, reftored him to 
health._—A fourth perfon had an attack of this malady, from 
an encyfted hernia, or inward rupture. An emetic, which re- 
lieved the former patient, neceflarily proved fatal to the latter ; 
for it burft the bag of enclofed matter, poured the contents into 
the cavities of the abdomen, and thus fpeedily terminated his 
exiftence.” 


So much for miftakes in the nature and caufe of the com- 
plaint. From fueh inftances let all thofe, who have not made 
medicine their ftudy, regularly, be cautious what they advife to 
the fick ; and efpecially where there is a regular attendant phy- 
fician, never to interfere with the mode of treatment by him 
prefcribed ; left, pufhing their ignorance between the life of 
the patient and every chance of his recovery, they do in fact 
become the inftruments of his death ! 


Moaflachyfetts, Oger 13, 180% OBSERVATOR. 
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Quackery. 

DRI ADAMS, 

It muft be highly gratifying to every friend of humanity, to 
find in circulation, fo ufeful a publication as your Reygifter, 
which is eminently calculated to check the progrefs of a great 
and growtng evil in our country—the employment of empirics, 
with their noftrums and quack medicines. When it is ‘confid- 
ered that fuch oftentimes is the complicatetMnature of diforders 
with which the human fyftem is attacked, that the moft learned 
and fkilful are often at a lofs for means of relief, what can be 
expected of the bluftering ignoramus, who, having caught frone 
his grandmother* a few notions of management of the fick, 
vifits the apothecary’s fhop, fills his faddle-bags with he knows’ 
not what, and fets out with full purpofe to drive ficknefs and 
death from the earth. I was lately in a fhop where a creature 
of this kind was filling his bags. He gave himfelf the epither 
of do€tor, and faid “ he had a woman under his care whom he 
thought by ——— would never be any better.” Being afked what 
ailed her, he replied «fhe has the /eptic penim.” He was again afk-’ 
ed, what ¢tforder that was?” ‘lo which he anfwered in gibber- 
ifh, fome of which was idiomatic of the Roman Janguage, but not 
a word pure. A woman’came into the fhop and afked for 
fome fpice-bitters. The aforefaid doétor, without afking her 
any queftions, told her that “ previous to taking the bitters, the 
muft take a ftout dofe of jollup with four or five grains of &i/f 
a mun” (meaning, I fuppofe, calomel.) ‘The woman replied, “ the 
bitters are not for me, Sir,” and left the fhop ; foon after which 
Quack followed. Fmade fome inquiry about him, after he went 
out, aml was informed that it was doctor B. who called him- 
{elf an Indian doétor, and pretended to cure all difeafes with a 
decoction of roots and herbs with fimple regimen, though he 
was frequently buying cauterizing, narcotic and other powerful 
drugs, which (with deference to the learned phyfician): are, in 
the hands of thofe who know not the ufe of them, like razors 
ter infants to play with, dangerous things. ‘The above is found- 
ed in fa€t, and offered with no other view than to guard the im- 
becile againft fuch pretenders to knowledge of the human {fyf- 
tem, and what is neceflary to-correct its diforders ; for furely it 
mutt be much the fafer way for all who ate in any way cilor- 
dered, to truft to regularly bred phyficians, who from time im- 
memorial have ever been highly eiteemed by all who were prop- 

* JI do not mean to fpeak contempruoufly of grandmo hers; they are highly 
ufeful when aéting in their proper {pheres ; to which if quack do¢tors were re- 


duced, they would be found (as a learned author on hufbandry has 1t) “‘tofang 
abou. their dung with an air of majelly.” 
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er judges of their worth; as evidence of which fee a piece of 
Apocryphal Scripture in the 38th chapter Ecclefiafticus, two 
hundred years anterior to the Chriftian era. 
wer _ HENRY WHEELER, 
Bridgton, { Maine) Auguf, 1867. 


- 


Curious Remarks on the various Di ifeafes to which Mankind 
are fubject.. 

THE ingenious Dr. Avair has made the follwing 'c curious 
and interefting remarks on the fhortnefs of human life :— 

Of one thoufand perfons, on an average, he fays twenty- 
three die in birth ; two hundfed and twenty-feven from reeth- 
ing, convilfions and worms; eighty from fmall-pox ; feven in 
the meafles 5; eight women it child-bed; one hundred and mine- 
ty-one of confumptions, afthma, and other difeafes of the breaft ; 
one hundred and fifty of fevers; twelve of ‘apoplexy and leth- 
drgy 3 and forty-one of dropfy ; omitting other difeafes not 
fo well afcertained ; fo that only feventy-eight of one thoufand 
attain what may be deemed old age. Or if the reader choofes 
to take it in another point of view; of oné thoufand perfons, 
two hundred and fixty die within the firft year; eighty in the 
fecond ; forty in the third; twenty-four in the fourth ; and 
within the firtt eight years of life, four hundred and fixty-fix, 
or aimof¥ one half of the number, are cut off by eave 
death, 
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Remarks on the culture of Burnet Grafs. 


It; is well known to gentlemen, who are but a little 
converfant with agricultural writers, that there are feveral forts 
of graffes, which have been cultivated in Europe of late years to the 
great profit of the farmer, which have not yet prevailed in this 
country. We have generally confined our attention to clover 
and fox-tail, or herd’s grafs. ‘Thefe are good, but unfortunate- 
ly for the farmer, they are apt to run out in a year or two, and 
to be fucceeded with a natural grafs, of fmail value. Saintfoin 
and lucerne grafs are much preferred in Europe to thefe, and 
when properly cultivated, have yielded prodigious crops, and 
Will-continue in the ground for many years. M. Duhamel, 
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celebrated writer of France, mentions ten thoufand pounds or 
about four tons and a half of dried hay, from a piece of faint- 
foin, a little more than three quarters of an acre. M. de Cha- 
teauvieux, equally illuftrious as a hufbandman, and for holding 
the firit ofhce in the government of Geneva, tells us in his 
writings, that he cut a piece of lucerne of about an acre, five 
times in a year, and had fifteen thoufand three hundred pounds 
of hay. I have been informed by a gentleman who was on the 
{pot, that he faw lucerne cultivated fome years fince in the gar- 
den of Colonel Chandler, jun of Worcefter, which was two 
feet and upwards high, and grew fo as to produce three crops 
in the fame year, Both of thefe graffes have been fown by 
feveral gentlemen the laft year, and appear with a very prom- 
ing afpeé&t. ‘The approaching feafon will give them an op- 
portunity to acquaint the public with the refuit of their experi- 
ments. I faw fome lucerne in my neighborhood the laft feafon, 
which grew knee high within a thort fpace after it was fowg.. 
This grafs will come to perfeCtion the firft year, if it is fown 
alone, as was the {pecimen which I faw. 

But there is another fpecies of grais, much celebrated in 
England for its peculiar excellencies, which appears worthy the 
attention of thofe gentlemen, who, to their honour, are now 
_ making experiments for the promotion of the agriculture of 
their country. I mean burnet grafs. It has great recommen- 
dations in that firft performance of the kind, the Complete 
Farmer, publifhed by a fociety of gentlemen, members of the 
fociety for the encouragement of arts, &c. in London., For the 
information of thofe who poffefs not this ineftimable dictionary 
of hufbandry, a volume incomparably better adapted to our 
foil and climate (becaufe containing the effence of the beft ex- 
periments of a-gr-at variety of foils and climates) than the low 
productions of Vario, long fince the object of public ridicule 
in England, I fhall take the trouble of prefenting fome extracts 
relative to this article. 

A plant, fay thefe gentlemen, which will not only live through 
the winter, but will alfo, if poflibie, vegetate in that feafon, 
cannot fail being highly advantageous, provided it be at the 
fame time a pleafing and nourifhing food for cattle. All thefe 
properties have been lately found in burnet. It not only pre- 
ferves its verdure during the hardeft frofts of our winters, but 
alfo increafes in bulk, and grows, if the weather be at all open 
and mild; and is now known to be an excellent food for cattle. 
Mr. Rocque, the difcoverer, has found by experience that it 
will grow in the drieft land; for he has planted fome of it in 
the gravel walks of his garden, where every thing elfe is burnt 
up in the fummer, but this never withers; one of the qualitigs 
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of burnet being to continue in fap all the year. Its the opin- 
ion ef many, who have feen the burnet of his raifing, that if 
this plant is generally cultivated, there will never bea {fcar- 
city of hay, even in the greateft drought. 

‘The land on which it is fown, fhould be fine, becaufe it is 
apt to fhed, and it fhould afterwards be dried perfectly. Bar- 
net does not lofe its leaves in drying; and though the hay 
made of it be fticky, it will, after threfhing, be very agreeable 
to horfes, which are fo fond of it, that they never wafte any. 
One acre will produce upwards of three loads of hay, and above 
forty bufhels of feed. Horfes are fonder of this feed than they 
are of oats. Burnet bears feed twice a year, and will befides 
yield a good {pring crop. It is not only good for horfes, but 
for all manner of cattle, even for fwine. 

The burnet fown in May may be mown at the latter end of 
july. That fown in June will yield a pretty good crop, and 
mutt be cut but once; and the fame of that which is fown in 
July. The plants produced by feeds fown in Auguft, fhould 

e mowed, to deftroy the weeds. Thefe mowings may be 
given green to horfes, or made into hay. The firft {pring cut- 
ting will purge horfes; and Mr. Rocque believes, it will alfo 
cure the greafe: but it is only the firft crop that purges. Bur- 
net fhould be mown but once the firft year, in order to leave 
it rank in winter; and in this cafe it will be ready to feed op 
mow very early in the fpring. : 

When the feeds of this plant are to be faved, it auft neither 
be fed nor mowed, in the fpring. The feed will be ripe about 
the middle of June, when it muft be re like wheat, and 
threfhed. It fhould be threfhed before it is too dry, becaufe & 
is apt to fhed, and it afterwards fhould be perfedtly dried, 

A Davis Lamb, Efg. writes, that after feeding a piece-of bur» 
net of fevyen and an half acres in the fpring, with ewes, lambs 
and calves, obtaining in the following July from the fame, two 
hundred bufhels of very fine clean feed, as many facks of Shaff, 
and feyen loads of hay, he was defirous of knowing what it 
would perform as.a pafture. ‘ Accordingly in about ten op 
twelve days after the field was cleared, I turned into. it feven 
cows, two Calves, and two horfes. ‘They- all throve very re- 
markably, and the cows gave more, ane we thought a richer 
milk than any other pafture. ‘Phe weather was now exceed- 
ingly droughty, and all our paftures were burnt up, yet the 
burnet flourifhed, and, grew away, as if it had a fhower every 
week. My ftock of cows, horfes and calves abovementioned, 
paftured in it almoft continually until abgut the latter, end of 
September. By the middle of November tt had grown fo coa- 
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fiderably, that I have again turned in fix head of cattle, and. if 
the weather is not fevere, I am of opinion, it will maintain 
them until Chriftmas. : 

«‘ Burnet,” he obferves, © will bear pafturing with theep. It 
makes good butter. It never blows or hoves cattle. | It will 
flourith upon poor, light, fandy, ftony, thaitery, or chalky jand- 
After the firft year, it will weed itfelf, and be kept clean at 
little or no expenfe.” | 2 
_ A Chriftopher Baldwin, Efq. faid to be a “gentleman well 
known, and juftly refpected for his candour and fidelity,” made 
feveral experiments upon burnet, and found it a moft ufeful and 
excellent grafs : four acres of this grafs in a fummer of uncom- 
mon drought, grew well, and the verdure of it was, as he ob- 
ferves, really very beautiful. He had a very good crop, 
though there was but one fhower from the time of putting it 
into the ground, to the time of cutting it.” 

He tarned his horfes and cows into it after it was cut. The 
cows ate it greedily. ‘Vhe horfes were not fo fond of it, until 
two or three days, when they fed well uponit. ‘The quantity of 
the cows’ milk was very much increaied in about four or five 
days, but the flavour of the cream fuperior to any he had ever 
taited. He found the horfes were in general exceedingly fond 
of the hay, though fome, affected perhaps with the novelty of 
it, did not appear fo fond of it. 

Fhis gentieman mentions, that he was fo well pleafed with 
the fuccefs of his firft experiments, that he fowed another field 
of twelve acres with a hundred and fixty pounds of burnet. 
As an experiment, he mentions that he took four cows from a 
very good feed of natural grais, which gave very little milk. 
Thefe cows, fays he, had not been in the burnet above fix days, 
before they gave much more than double the quantity of milk ; 
nay, was Ito fay three times the quantity, I know that I fhould 
not exceed the truth. His land wasa poor dry upland gravel. 
«ss There are millions of acres, fays he, in this kingdom, of bets 
ter land, that do not fetch above two fhillings and fix-pence an 


acre rent.” | 
The proper quantity of feed for an acre, is about twelve or 


thirteen pounds. | 
Withing fuccefs to all connoiffeurs in the noble art of huf- 


bandry, 
I am the public’s very humble fervant, 
AGRICOLA. 


Bofton, 1786. 
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Thoughts on raifing and feeding Swine. 


[Communicates to the Blockley and Merrion agricultural fociety, by E.Hefton.? 


AS every farmer in the United States pays more or: lefs at-. 


tention to the propagation and feeding of fwine, and as the 
ficth of that animal is not only the moft profitable for home 
confumption, but forms a very confiderable article of export- 
ation, too much attention cannot be paid to endeavour to 
difcover the béft and cheapeft method of raifing and feeding 
them, ° | 

I have been in the habit of raifing and feeding many {wine 
for thefe’ twenty years paft: but for the greater part of that 
time, F followed the beaten path. ‘Fhe great quantities of 
pork raifed in New-Jerfey, and moft oer parts of the con- 
tinent, have been principally fatted on Indian corn, which is 
certainly a moft expenfive praétice ; for if the corn had been 
fold, the amount would have exceeded that of the pork. 

In the year 1786, | fed twenty hogs, in the firft place on 
pyeipents raw; fecondly on pumpkins’ boiled ; and next with 

“Seal, giving den: fome raw at the fame time; and laftly, fome 
corn to harden the fat + the hogs when killed, were exceeding 
good meat, and weighed 3690 pounds. 

I kept eighteen val, over the winter following, which, 
with twenty-fix {pring pigs, I fummered chiefly on clover and 
apples. Early in the fall of 1787, I was’ obliged to put up 
my fhoats in a pen (for want of a pafture with tight enclofure) 
where I fed them chiefly on unripe pumpkins, (the ripe ones 
being given to my fatting hogs) which kept them im good or- 
der, and ferved as victuals and drink for many weeks. I fat- 
ted the eighteen {wine in the fame manner as I had done the 
year before. 

The winter of 1787-8, I kept twenty-fix thoats on pumpkins, 
potatoes, and cabbage ; and the fall following, I fatted them in 
the fame manner as the preceding years. | 

The fall of 1789, my pumpkins having failed, I fatted twenty- 
fwo hogs on Indian meal and potatoes. The method I ufed 


was, to boil about two bufhels of potatoes, which being mafhed, 


I ftirred in half a bufhel of Indian meal ‘The water and po- 
tatoes being hot; fcalded and fwelled the meal 5 and the mafs 
became fo thick, that it admitted a quantity of cold water to 
cool and niake it thin enough for drink: ‘Phis was a fufhicient 
mefs, and given to the hogs the latter part of the day ; foon 
a@iter, and while they were full, 1 gave them fome corn; which 
(as their ttomachs were cloyed) they took time to chew; this 
was a day’s allowance, except fome raw potatoes in the morn- 


ing. With this feed, they grew and ‘fatted very well, and hb 
M¢ppofed when killed, weighed near 4000 pounds; tor asi 




















" ian ta re 
. Ss " a _ . 
i: “ _ 
an —s Se 
i Bi acy 


bud at ae : a 
af J i + 
is ey wee’ oe. a he 
enn . 


“heey & 


mes 
> ay 








ee be ere tie © 
. Oe fee > I Sagi 


ST oat arte 
rang dptlrd -- 


os — pnts, 


~~ 














oe. 
——.? PP : ~~. 
~ er ok Ele ers 








348 AGRICULTURAL. OAfober, 


fold fourteen of them alive to a butcher, I could not precifely 
afcertain their weight. In fatting thefe twenty-two hogs, I 
expended about fixty bufhels of Indian corn, and two hundred 
buthels of potatoes ; a quantity which two acres may produce. 

I have found from experience, that it is a confiderable ad- 
vantage to take time in feeding a young hog; as his growth 
will be in proportion to the fat he acquires, and equally well 
pay for the feed he confumes. 

Farmers in general feed their hogs with whole grain, in its 
hard and dry ftate, which is much againft their intereft; for 
if they are fed fo fparingly as to have a good appetite, they 
{wallow it half chewed, and a great part of it will pafs through 
them undigefted; and on the other hand, if they have it con- 
tinually by them, they defiroy too great a quantity before they 
are fat, efpecially if put up when poor. Now Lam of opinion 
in either of the above cafes, as the food is not received in a 
proper ftate for digeftion, that a bufhel of meal made into fwill, 
is equal to a bufhel and a half of dry grain, and double the 
profit, when mixed with a vegetable, whofe bulky fubftance 
chiefly confifts of a nutritious juice, which, incorporating with 
the {mall partieles of the grain, qualifies them for nourifhment, 
and enables us to ufe a quantity fufficient to increafe the fat 
and growth to advantage. 

There are various kinds of food for hogs, befides, grain and 
roots, which muft be far more profitable, as greater quantities 
can be raifed with equal labour, on the fame quantity of ground. 
Pumpkins, for inftance, from cheapnefs of culture and gather- 
ing, mutt be far more profitable than any kind of roots; and 
muft continue to be fo while the price of labour bears that pro- 
portion to produce, which it hath ever done in this country. 

It is neceflary to have a thriving pig, in order to raife a large 
hog, which verifies the old proverb, “the {tart is half the race.” 

The beginning of March, 1788, I weaned a number of pigs 
about five weeks old, and fed them well on what I thought 
moft fuitable, except milk, of which [had not a fufficiency. ‘lhe 
beginning of July, I had a freth litter of pigs, which I permit- 
ted to fuck, until they weaned themfelves : at three months old 
they were as large as the others at feven ; and when eighteen 
months old, exceeded them nearly one hundred weight. Now 
it is evident to me, that this difference arofe from the former be- 
ing deprived of milk before they were of an age to thrive on 
ether food. 

The advantage from turning hogs upon clover is: very great ; 
for although they will not thrive upon that alone, equally with 
thofe which have {will and grain, yet it will require fo much lefs 
of thefe articles, as to enable us to raife double the number of 
fwine, with the fame expenfe. : 
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 
Gather up the fragments, that nothing be lof, 


WAS a family order, given after a plentiful meal, by one 
who could inftantly command a fupply of bread. ‘The power 


of providence is exercifed with the fame wife economy, as the - 


power of miracles. . Neither of them is proftituted to the grat- 
ification ef luxury, or the encouragement of negligence and 
lazinefs. In the divine works, there is no profufenefs, and 
there ought to be none in ours. Providence is bountiful but 
not wafteful ; its bleflings are beftowed freely, but not lavifhly. 
Weare to receive them thankfully, and ufe them frugally; not lofe 
them by carelefluefs, nor fquander them away in extravagance. 
The man, who gathers up what Heaven gives, and who fuffers 
nothing to be loft, will always have a fupply. He who re- 
ceives not what is offered, or preferves not what is caft into his 
hands, will always be in want. 

My friend Providus is a profperous hufbandman. His crops 
of grain and hay are plentiful: his cattle are in heart, and his 
cows afford him butter and cheefe in abundance. Some, who 
live near him, on farms as large, ami of nearly the fame quality, 
buy half their bread corn; are deftitate of hay every fpring, 
and from the fame number of cows, have fcarcely milk for 
‘their famiiies. They wonder what is the matter. They fay 
to Providus, “ there is a peculiar blefling on your hufbandry. 
“No,” fays he, “ there is mo greater biefling fent to me, than 
to you. The only difference is, I am always ready to receive 
and improve it. fun fhines as warmly, and the rain falls 
as liberally on your farms, as on mine; but they will do you 
no good, if you fow no feed in feafon, or make no fence until 
the crop be: deftroyed. I prepare my fields well—fow them 
early—fence them effectually—gather my grain when it ig ripe 
—houfe it before the rains have ruined it—threth it before. the 
rats have eaten half of it—and what I mean to fpare, I fell, 
when I have a good market. I never fo coniume miy old ftores 
as to reap my grain before it is ripe, or run fo much in debt 
for rum or any thing elfe, as to threfh for my creditors, when 
I fhould be preparing for another crop. I cut my grafs when 
it is in its proper ftate, and proportion my ftock to my fodder. 
I never deftroy my grain or mowing grafs by feeding them 
down in the fpring. Ikeep my cattle well—and my oxen are 
{trong—and my cows yield me plenty of milk. My wife, ix 
her department, ufes the fame economy. She gathers up the 
fragments, and fuffers nothing to be loft. What cannot be 
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immediately applied to human ufe, fhe applies to fome other 
ufe, which ultimately turns to the benefit of the family. She 
cuts her pork in the barrel with attention, fo that one third of 
it is not reduced to morfels and {craps, and thrown by for foap 
greafe. Her dairy fhe attends with care, and her cheefe is 
not half deftroyed by maggots. When the makes her bread, 
fhe does not let it ftand until it is too four to be eaten, or 
leave it in the oven, until it is reduced toa coal, and then 
throw it to the hogs. She knows how te time her vifits. 
She mends her children’s clothes, before they are tattered to 
rags. She makes every thing which the handles go as far as 
it can. Nothing is loft in her hands. Thus we manage our 
affairs; We act in concert, often advifing, but never oppofing 
each other. If there comes a biefling, we have the benefit of 
it. Ufe the fame economy and induftry within doors and 
without, and you will have your fhare of the common biefling, 
and find that Providence is more impartial than you feem te 
imagine.’’ | 


me eee ee 


Anecdote of a Quack. 

«‘ Prithee, Doétor,” faid an old acquaintance to a celebrated 
Quack, who was ftanding at his door, ** how is it that you, 
whofe origin I fo well know, fhould have been able to obtain 
more patients than almoft all the regular-bred Phyficians 2” 
«¢ Pray,” fays the Quack, * how many perfons may have pafl?d 
us whilft you put your queftion ?”—— About twenty.”—“ And 
pray, how many ot thofe do you fuppefe poflefs a competent 
fhare of common fenfe ?”——“ Perhaps one out of the twenty.”— 
s¢ Juit fo,” fays the Quack, “and that one applies to the regular 
Phyfician, whilft I and my brethren pick up the other nineteen.” 


Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations, for Sept. 18075 
made at Deerfield. Warwick, Port/mouth, Smithfield, (R. I.) 
Hartford, (Conn, ) and Bofton. 
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WEATHER. | 
if? day, Fair Moon. | 16—flying clouds Fudl Moon, 
2—clouds & funthine 5 rain {New | 17 2 fair and 
9—cloudy 5 fair 1 48 pleafant 
4 fhowersatnight { eee 3 fhowers 
5 

i } 21 > fair 

7 thowersat might | 22 

8—-fhowers and funthine alt. 1 Qr. | 23—foggy ; fair 

9 AB Le Laft Quarter. 
io( -. . 25 > fair 

ii faur 26 

12 D—clouds and funfhine 

D—clouds and funfhine alt. 28) 

14 clouds and funfhine alternately ; | 29 fair 

15 § fome rain go 





Deerfield, September 30, 1807. 

An unhealthy month. Difeafes, Influenza and fevers. Iwo 
perfons, one aged 61, the other 12 years, belonging to one 
houfe in this town, died fuddenly the 26th inftant. They were 
both taken ill in the night, and died the next day in the after- 
noon. The difeafe of which thefe people died, anfwers to the 
defcription given by Doétors Danielfon and Mann, in Regifter 
No. 5, of the fatal diforder which prevailed laft year at Medfield. 

Mr. Epaphras Sheldon, the perfon mentioned in my com- 
munication for July 1806, as having been attacked with an 
hzmoptyfis, died of a confumption the 27th inftant. He is. 
the fifth adult of the Sheldon family, who has fallen a vitim 
to this fatal diforder within five years. 

On the 25th, a comet was difcovered in the S. W. about the 
fize of a ftar of the fecond magnitude; it is fuppofed to have. 
paffed its perihelion, and is moving northeatterly. 


Meee 


Warwick, September 30, 1807.°™ 


The greater part of this month has been pleafant agreea- 
ble weather ; no frofts except in low places; greater quantity 
of grafs than ufual at this time of year ; corn good; a great - 
furplus of apples. 

State of bealth. Fevers lefs frequent; none has proved fa- 
tal, though fome cafes have run 30 days before a crifis. The 
influenza made its appearance the firit, and became general 
about the middle of the month; none are exempt from its 
violence, though differently affected ; fome with pneumonia, 
which ended in cough, night fweats and debility ; others with 
head-ache and cough for three or four days, followed with lofs 
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of appetite, pain in the ftomach, and great weaknefs; but all 
have fymptoms fufficiently alike to mark the difeafe. 

’ W. COBB, jun. 


— 


Smithfield, September 30, 1807. 
There has been no fevere ftorms this month. The weather 
continued wet and difagreeable till about the middle ; ‘fince 
which it has been more pleafant and agreeable. Vegetation 
progrefles to maturity, unchecked by “nipping frofts.” In- 
dian corn is tolerably good ; arid in general nearly fit to har- 
veft. Apples are plenty and fair. ‘Lhe crop of potatoes is as 
good as ufual. State of health continues to become more un- 
favourable : The influenza continues to prevail, and in many 
cafes is very diftrefling, and has proved mortal. Cafes of fever 
and canker rafh have likewife increafed. 
A SMITHFIELD SupécRIBER. 


 remmaeeee 


Hartford, September 30, 1807. 

A pleafant month—bot little rain—fine weather for matum 
img the corn, of which theté is like to be a middling crop. 
Not fo much cider made as laft year. 

_ Genetally healthy, except the influenza, which in fome in- 
ftances has proved fatal. A few cafes of the fingular difeafe 
which appeared laft fpring’: two deaths ‘of that difeafe. 

A comet vifible in the weft the laft evenings of this month : 
not having feen‘it but once, I cannot tell whether it is approach- 
wg to or recéding from the fun. 


_ 








Note. Theexperiment, comuiuticated by “ Philo” has fallen into dif- 
repute in the county from whence it was firft communicated; fo-much fo, that 


we are doubtful as to the propriety: of republifhing it. 





Erratum. In our laft, page 321, 1¢th line-from bostom, for as read arts. 
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